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Cosmological Map of the Nine Regions [of China], Noting
Celebrities and Cultural Remains Past and Present
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DESCRIPTION

A map of Ming China drawn and published by Ji Mingtai in Nanjing in 1583, printed
from ten woodblocks on two sheets that have been pasted together to make a single larger
sheet measuring 131.1 cm x 116.6 cm. The map portion measures 100.6 cm x 116.6 cm,
with two horizontal text panels above and below. In the upper panel, the map title in the
center separates the preface and the explanatory note, both printed in the format of 28
columns of 12 characters. The lower panel provides brief introductions to the two
metropolitan districts (Beijing and Nanjing) and the thirteen provinces, including the
numbers of administrative units at different levels in each province, household and
population statistics, corvée and tax quotas, and princely establishments. Only one other
copy of this map has been located, in Tenri University in Japan. As that map has not been
published, it is yet possible to determine whether they are identical.

No record of Ji Mingtai’s life is known. The colophon in the lower panel declares this
map was produced in a guiwei year in the sixty-year cycle. We deduce this to be the
eleventh year of the Wanli reign (1583) from information on the map. It could not be
1523, because the map names the cartographer and scholar Luo Hongxian (1504-1567).
Additionally, Yuzhou (in today’s Henan province) was known as Junzhou until 1575, so
this map must postdate 1575. The lower panel notes that Huguang province hosted nine
princely establishments; another two were created in 1601, but these do not appear, so the
map must predate 1601. More precisely, Fenzhou (in today’s Shanxi), which was a sub-
prefecture, as marked on this map, was raised to prefectural status in 1595, which means
the map predates 1595.

According to the publisher, the textual descriptions of geographic features and cultural
remains were derived from the Unity Gazetteer of the Great Ming (Da Ming yitong zhi)
published in 1461, though this material would have been hopelessly out of date by 1583.
Comparing it to the visual design of other Ming maps, this map exhibits technical and
textual similarities to a 1593 map published by Liang Zhou, also from Nanjing. Once
held in the Philip Robinson Collection, it was auctioned by Sotheby’s in London in 1991
and has disappeared from public view. Design similarities suggest that the UBC map
could have been a source for the 1593 map, although the 1593 map shows maritime
regions that are not on the UBC map.
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