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Household Publication of Ming Dynasty and Gentry Society
—A Case Study of Zhang Clan in Hangzhou

(PART 2)

. . RO
Lianbin Dai~

Abstract: The traditional view holds that household publishing in the gentry class had the
attribute of altruism. Like commercial publications, in effect, household publications also
entered the book market for circulation. This article is focused on demonstrating that household
publishing as a part of the cultural strategy of gentry family was important to maintain their
cultural tradition and gentry identity like land and education. The first part of this paper makes
historical statistical analysis on the number of household publications in the Ming Dynasty
and the relationship of publisher—author, thinking that the number of housechold publications
is continuously increasing in Ming Dynasty and prosperous in the last 150 years, in which the
self—published editions, family member editions, connoisseur editions and protégé editions can
be the best reflections of household publications’ social function. The second part analyzes
the writing and household publishing of the Zhang Han (1510—-1593) family in Hangzhou from
the 16th century to the end of the 19th century, to show how the Zhang family maintained its
cultural tradition and gentry status by means of household publishing. The article concludes
with a review of the approach it uses, temporarily termed “Bibliography Reconstruction”,
believing it to be the first step to research into Chinese history of books through traditional
Chinese bibliography.

Keywords: household publication, publishing history, books history, clan, gentry society,
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