[Song shike Jingang jing taben] ’
[R A 2 el 456 A ]
[Rubbing of the Song Inscription of the Diamond Sutra]
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DESCRIPTION



Calligraphic album of the rubbing of a
Northern Song (960-1127) inscription of the
Diamond Sutra in one volume in concertina
form, on paper between wooden covers,
28.8cm x 14.5 cm.

The inscription, in formal style, of the
Diamond Sutra, a Buddhist text translated by
Kumarajiva (334-413) from Sanskrit into
Chinese, conventionally had been accredited
to calligrapher Wang Xizhi (303-361). Yet
the surviving rubbing, as two evidential
scholars argued in their postscripts to this
copy, demonstrates that the inscription was a
Northern Song creation in Wang Xizhi’s calligraphic style.

Cheng Yaotian (1725-1814) once owned this rubbing. In his 1790 postscript, he approved
its aesthetic value as a Northern Song inscription. Three years later, his friend Wang
Qisun (1755-1818) confirmed Cheng’s judgement and found that the columns of title,
date and signature were added in mounting the rubbing on paper.

This item possibly was owned by bibliophile Xiang Yuanbian (1525-1590), with one of
his special seals stamped above the title. This rubbing could be made in the sixteenth
century or earlier.
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Hummel, ECCP, vol. 2, p. 695 for Cheng Yaotian, vol. 2, pp. 620, 658 for Wang Qisun.





