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DESCRIPTION

A fine manuscript scribed in 1707 in four volumes in thread-stitched binding style, on
paper with black lines, 17.9cm x 12.2cm, twenty-four characters of nine columns, single
edge lines, black folding line, and two folding spots.

This book, also known as Zhuo zhong zhi, records the institutions, buildings and events in
the Ming court during the Wanli and Tiangi reigns (1572-1627). The eunuch Liu Ruoyu
(1584-ca.1642) wrote this book in jail, attempting to defend himself against the
accusation of his involvement in the eunuch faction.

Because of its political sensitivity, Liu’s book was just circulated in manuscript form in
the early Qing. This manuscript, according to the scribe Zhang Qianyi (1640s-the early
18™ century), was made in 1707 after an earlier manuscript that he believed was Liu’s
original draft. Zhang witnessed this draft around 1677 but could not transcribe it until his
success in the 1706 metropolitan examination, when he was over 60 years old. Zhang
read this manuscript carefully and wrote down his comments in red. A few sections in
this manuscript are incomplete or missing because, according to Zhang, the draft he
followed was so.

A manuscript of the same title is held in National Library of China in Beijing, which
bears one seal of the Yongzheng emperor’s (r. 1722-1735) and could be later than this

copy.
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